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Dale Fielder is an American jazz saxophonist, composer and bandleader. He is a multi-instrumentalist who 
plays all four saxophones: soprano, alto, tenor and baritone with equal authority. He is known for his original 
compositions and choice of performing rare, obscure jazz classics as well as his varied group concepts and 
variety of presentations. Fielder has recorded over 20 CDs as a leader for various labels since he first appeared 
on the national jazz scene in 1993 with his first CD Free Flow. He grew up in Midland, Pennsylvania, a suburb 
of Pittsburgh where he studied oboe, bassoon and tuba in the school system and clarinet, saxophone, 
composition and arranging privately with noted Pittsburgh area tenor saxophonist Phillip Celli. Fielder is also a 
product of the University of Pittsburgh Jazz Studies Program, where he studied as an ethnomusicology major 
under Dr. Nathan Davis. Fielder's debut jazz performance was as a member of the Joe Harris Quartet, former 
drummer of the Charlie Parker Quintet and Dizzy Gillespie Orchestra. After relocating to NYC, he was a 
recipient of a National Endowment for the Arts grant in 1984, studying with trumpeter/composer Frank Gordon 
and completed his first large work, "The Aquarian "for alto saxophone and chamber orchestra. While in NYC, 
he also performed with a host of current jazz stars such as pianist/composer Geri Allen and trombonist Robin 
Eubanks among many others.  

Dr. Aaron J. Johnson (Moderator) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A native of Washington, DC, AJ Johnson is an Assistant Professor of Music at the University of Pittsburgh 
where he studies and teaches jazz, African American popular music, film music, and music and technology. His 
research and teaching interests are closely aligned and concern the interaction between music makers and 
decisions – makers as mediated through structural elements such as social and organizational practices, markets, 
and technology. He has published articles and reviews in Musical Quarterly, Current Musicology, and the 
journal American Studies. He is currently at work on Jazz Radio America: from Commercial to Non-
Commercial, a history of post-WWII jazz radio and the corporations, communities, and institutions that create 
it, AJ received a BSEE from Carnegie Mellon University in Electrical Engineering and Economics, a MS in 
Electrical Engineering from Georgia Tech. He spent many years contributing to research and development of 
optical communications networks, access networks, digital video, and xDSL technology, before earning a PhD 
in Music from Columbia University. A trombonist since before Apollo 11 reached the moon, he performs 
regularly with Charles Tolliver, Oliver Lake, Steve Turre, and many others. He has performed or recorded as 
well with Fred Ho, Anthony Braxton, Frank Foster, Jimmy Heath, Wynton Marsalis, Wallace Roney, Abdullah 



Ibrahim, Aretha Franklin, Gladys Knight (with and without the Pips), and Jay-Z on trombone, bass trombone, 
tuba, bass clarinet, and conch shells. His 2009 CD Songs of Our Fathers features a number of his original 
compositions 
 

Dr. James Johnson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dr. James Johnson, co-founder of the Afro-American Music Institute (AAMI) in Homewood, recognizes the 
importance of training students of all ages in this art, in hopes of heightening community consciousness, self-
awareness, and music appreciation. Born in Tennessee and raised in Louisiana, Johnson was surrounded by 
music in many forms. He grew up in the Christian Methodist Episcopal Church and was influenced by gospel 
and jazz. Froom 1990-1994, he was staff at Wright State University in Dayton, Ohio, conducting music 
instruction while making a weekly commute from Pittsburgh. As a musician, he has gotten the opportunity to 
play and engage with jazz legends, while also building relationships with several internally recognized artists 
who have visited and taught at AAMI. Johnson’s mission and music instruction in Homewood has affected 
musicians all over Pittsburgh. HE and wife created a safe space for budding, novice, and experienced musicians 
to all participate in strengthening the African American tradition. With combined love for his community and 
his music, it is safe to say that Johnson’s legacy will last for a very long time.   
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Dr. Alton Merrell is a world-class pianist, composer, and educator based in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. His 
musical artistry is a unique blend of lyrical melodies, rich harmonies, and fluid technique that spans multiple 
music genres including jazz, gospel, classical, pop, and rhythm and blues. Dr. Merrell leads his own 
instrumental group, "The Alton Merrell Quartet," as well as his own gospel jazz vocal group “Dr. Alton 
Merrell & Impact.” In both groups, Dr. Merrell incorporates diverse musical styles in the repertoire to 
minister love to people worldwide. Dr. Merrell currently serves at Covenant Church of Pittsburgh as a 
music pastor and teaches at Minstrel School of Music, a school he founded that trains musicians worldwide. 
(www.minstrelschool.com)  
 
 
 
 



 
Dr. Ken Prouty 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dr. Ken Prouty is an Associate Professor of Musicology and Jazz Studies at Michigan State University. He 
earned his M.A. and Ph.D. in ethnomusicology from the University of Pittsburgh under the mentorship of the 
late Dr. Nathan Davis, and also holds a master’s degree in jazz studies from the University of North Texas. Ken 
is the author of Knowing Jazz: Community, Pedagogy and Canon in the Information Age (University Press of 
Mississippi, 2012), and numerous other scholarly works on jazz. He is a frequent speaker and presenter on jazz 
topics at scholarly meetings and conferences around North America and Europe. 
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Dr. Doretta Lonnett Whalen, author, retired adjunct professor: University of Pittsburgh-taught Jazz Voice, 
inherited the popular History of Jazz named THE PITT NEWS Editor's Pick Best Class 2013. Penn State 
Greater Allegheny-founded PSGA (Penn State Greater A Cappella) Melody Lions, taught music courses. 
Hosted WYEP 91.3 FM NPR show, "Cruise Control for a Sunday," interviewed, created "Classic Jazz Revue" 
voice-overs. 1999 Pitt dissertation, "A Sociological and Ethnomusicological Study of Billie Holiday and Her 
Music" suggests exposure to chant helped shape Holiday's singing style. Doretta serves as church cantor, 
volunteer. “Discovering Saint Anthony: If You Ask For Miracles,” published June, 2020. 


